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his Guru as more than his father, to pay him perfect obedience
during the period of studentship and to hold him in reverence
throughout life. The teacher is even compared to God.7 But..
this ancient homage that the disciple paid to the preceptor is not
the same thing as devotion to a spiritual director who is human
yet divine, who is a link in the hierarchical chain of preceptors
(pir, shaikh, Imam, prophet or qutb), each successor receiving*
inspiration from his predecessor and being the keeper of the
traditions of the sect to which the novice once admitted belongs-;,
for ever.
This Sufi conception of the deified teacher was incorporated;
in medieval Hinduism. Anandagiri's conception of Sankaraasthe
incarnation of Siva,8 the estimation of the Alvars and the-
Acharyas as incarnations of Visnn or his parts, and Umapathi's-.
GuruvadcP are all assimilations to the Sufi type. From them the
idea spread all over India, so that a modern Hindu writer says,
44 nothing strikes as so peculiar in Hindu religious life as the-
high pedestal on which the spiritual teacher is placed and the
implicit faith which the community has in him for weal or
woe."J<l The dcharyabhimana-yoga of the Artha Panchikfl. and
Rarnanuja system were loans then not from Christianity but.
from Islam..
The appearance of new ideas and the emphasizing of certain...
old ones in Southern India from the ninth to the fourteenth cen-
tury is rather peculiar. Such things did not happen in the North,
for all the early medieval reformers belonged to the South. If
one of the reasons was not the influence of Islam steadily and
increasingly exerted during this very period and in this very-
region till it was suddenly eliminated by the advent of the
Europeans, it would-be .difficult to account for the phenomenon^
still more so considering that the reforming shears were applied
7  Svetasvatara Upanisad,  Hume's translation.
8 Anandagiri:. Sankara Vijaya.
9 Pope:   Introduction  to   Manikka Vasahar.
10 Rajagopalacnariar:   The   Vaisnava  Reformers,   p.   12.